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PR E SER V I N G TH E M I S S IO N S IS  
ES S EN T IA L TO  TH E H I ST O R Y  

OF   
SA N AN T O N IO ,  OU R  ST A T E  
A N D O U R GR EA T NA T I O N 

San Jos®õs Internal Renovations Begin 
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are a living testament of 

the rich history of our cul-

ture and spiritual lives. 

They must be preserved so 

future generations will 
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ðRev. David Garcia 
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    San José y San Miguel de 

Aguayo, the largest of the San 

Antonio Mission Compounds, is 

currently in the midst of a major 

restoration project to the inte-

rior, with new wall plaster, fres-

cos, and interpretation of his-

toric paint schemes, in addition 

to liturgical enhancements such 

as changes to the altar area.             

    The internal changes include 

the placement of a newly cre-

ated retablo indicative of the 

18th Century Spanish Colonial 

architectural features contained 

on the famous façade.  

    The retablo is being created 

meticulously by hand in Guadala-

jara, Mexico by master crafts-

man Agustin Parra, and will be in 

place by mid-August 2011, in 

time for the reopening, rededi-

cation, and blessing of the Mis-

sion church by new San Antonio 

Archbishop Gustavo García- 

Siller.  

Photos courtesy of  Fr. Antonio Posadas, OFM. 
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òEarnings from the Old  

Spanish Missions Endowment  

supports the on-going  

maintenance and repairs of  

the four Missionsõ church  

buildings, worship spaces,  

grounds, and other amenities as  

will be required.ó 

                  Rev. David Garcia 

                    Archdiocesan Director 

                    Old Spanish Missions 

San Jos®õs External Facade Work Continues 
    Under the watchful and 

careful eye of master stone 

conservators, Ivan Myjer 

and his assistant Miroslav 

Maler from Monumental 

Stone Conservatory in 

Minnesota, the statuary on 

the outside façade of Mis-

sion San Jos®ôs famed 

Spanish columns and 

arches, are being meticu-

lously analyzed, mended 

and pieced together to cor-

rect damages the ravages  

 

Make a Gift today!  

 
Fulfill your passion for the 
rich historical and cultural 
treasures that are our 
Mission Churches, by 
considering a current, 
planned or deferred gift to 

Old Spanish Missions, Inc.  
 
Help us keep  the history 
and culture of our Mission 
churches alive by passing 
on the gift of faith for 
future generations to 
come.  
 
Call Old Spanish Missions at 
(210)357 -5601 to make a 
gift.  

Photo courtesy of  Fr. Antonio Posadas, OFM. 

Photo courtesy of  Ford, Powell & Carson. 

Photo courtesy of  Ford,  Powell & Carson. 

that time alone has taken on 

the sacred structure. 

    The pair began work on 

the stone conservation in 

November 2009, and work 

seasonally from Fall to 

Spring, bringing with each 

season, more defined repairs 

on the original work of the 

18th century stone masons 

who carved out the intri-

casies that adorn  the façade 

of  the ñQueen of the Mis-

sions.ò 

    Archbishop Gustavo  

García-Siller, newly ap-

pointed Archbishop of San 

Antonio, took an opportu-

nity to tour the four Mission 

church buildings with Direc-

tor Fr. David Garcia. 

   On a subsequent visit with 

Fr. David and stone conser-

vator Ivan Myjer, Archbishop 

Gustavo had a rare view of 

the work at San José, atop a 

cherry picker high above the 

San José compound, with Fr. 

David and Myjer pointing out 

damage and subsequent re-

pairs to the stone façade. 

   òThe Archbishop is fully 

aware of the precarious 

work involved in the res-

toration of the four Mis-

sions of Old Spanish Mis-

sions, and has offered his 

full support in seeing the 

four restored completely,ó 

advised Fr. David. 

    òHe values the treas-

ures they are to us all, of  

the rich cultural history of 

the community, state, and 

nation, and he recognizes 

the importance and ur-

gency in their preservation 

and restoration.ó 

òThe Missions are  

priceless treasures 

of our history and 

our Catholic 

faith.ó  
 
Archbishop Gustavo 

García-Siller 

Photo courtesy of  Ford, 
Powell & Carson. 

ARCHBISHOP GETS BIRDõS EYE VIEW OF WORK 

    Upon the re-opening of Mission San José in 

Fall 2011, a wall of recognition on the inside of 

the sanctuary main doors will be highly visible. 

     The plaque hangs prominently and names 

major corporate and individual donors such as 

the Goldsbury Foundation, AHMSA Interna-

tional, Archdiocese of San Antonio, AT&T, 

Houston Endowment, Klesse Foundation, Sil-

ver Eagle/Anheuser Busch/John Nau, Valero 

Energy, USAA, Ewing Halsell Foundation, 

and McCombs Foundation, among other do-

nors who contributed to the $15.5 million 

Campaign. 

Major Capital Campaign  

Donors Acknowledged 

Photo courtesy of  Ford, 
Powell & Carson. 

Photo courtesy of Al Rendon. 
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Mission San Juanõs Foundation Damage Urgently Addressed 
   The ravages of time and the 

instability of the harsh Texas 

climate and soil have taken itõs 

toll on Mission San Juan Capis-

trano. Major cracks in the ex-

terior through interior façade 

walls are evident throughout. 

   Architects and engineers 

have shored up one entrance 

to provide stability, while an  

archeological study and excava-

tion are completed prior to 

the start of the work on the 

walls.  

   The integrity of the sacred  

grounds must remain intact 

prior to  work that must begin 

to stabilize the foundation and 

façade to prevent further dam-

age to the centuries old church. 

    Archeologists and students 

from  the University of Texas in 

San Antonio have been analyzing 

soil samples in the excavation of 

the grounds adjacent to the   

façade, prior to the work begin-

ning to stabilize the cracks in the 

wall, that travel from one end of 

the sanctuary to the other.  

    The study is to meet require-

ments of the Texas Historical 

Commission any time work on 

the Mission grounds involves 

digging into the sacred spaces. 
Photo from OSM Archives. 

    Upon the completion of the highly 

successful $15.5 million Las 

Misíones Capital Campaign, Fr. 

David Garcia, Director, addressed a 

need for a committee to help oversee 

the completion of the goals of the 

Campaign to fruition and to continue 

the Missionsô legacy. 

   ñKeeping the needs of the Mis-

sionsô maintenance and daily upkeep 

in the eyes and ears of the commu-

nity, as well as having funds avail-

able for any future needs or restora-

tion projects to be addressed, is es-

sential to keeping the initial cam-

paign goals in focus,ò stated Fr. 

David. 

    A new group of civic, community, 

and business leaders, recognizing the 

rich history and culture the Missions 

represent, will serve on the Commit-

tee to help see the campaignôs initial 

goals through, as well as assisting in 

keeping the needs of the Missions 

active and in the focus of the commu-

nity, while helping to seek additional 

funds to build up the Endowment of 

the non-profit for future projects.  
(See Roster on page 1.) 

Advisory Committee  
Is Formally Named 

   As the four Mission churches 

approach the 300th Anniversary 

of their founding, the work to 

preserve and restore them con-

tinues to be a priority for Old 

Spanish Missions and the Arch-

diocese of San Antonio.  

    While work currently contin-

ues on the two requiring the 

most work, planning for addi-

tional work on Mission Concep-

ción involving the exterior, is 

being finalized. The stone con-

servators working on the facade 

of San José, are reviewing and 

putting in place a plan for the 

restoration of the façade at 

Concepción. 

    Damage and repairs to the 

inside walls of Mission Espadaõs 

office space are also being ana-

lyzed and addressed, as are 

problems with Espadaõs parking 

surface. Photos courtesy of Ford, Powell and Carson. 



 

 
Rev. David Garcia 
Archdiocesan Director 
 
Barbara Spinner 
Consultant-Archdiocese of San Antonio  
 
Diana Aguirre Martinez 
Director of Development 

P.O. Box 7804 

San Antonio, TX 78207-0804 

(210)357-5601 

Fax (210)223-8247 

E-mail: OldSpanishMissions@archsa.org                                              

Help us preserve a part of Americaôs history and legacy. Make a donation today at: 

www.OldSpanishMissions.org 

    

 
 
 
 

On behalf  of  the 
Old Spanish Missions  

and the 
 Archdiocese of San Antonio  

 
We want to   

Acknowledge and  
Recognize  

the Generous Support  
of all our Donors who 

helped  the  
Las Misíones Campaign 

 reach its goal of  
$15.5 million  

in record time.  
Your commitment will   
continue to ensure our  
Missionsõ rich history 

 for generations to come. 

    Las Misíones Capital Campaign 

funds expenditures to date on the 

physical restoration efforts, includ-

ing liturgical enhancements, are not 

limited to, but include: 

Interior work at Concepcíon 

completed March 2010 

$881,990. 

Work at San José including inte-

rior and outside restoration and 

liturgical enhancements 

$288,229. 

Engineering and architectural 

work to date on the investigation 

and stabilization of the cracks on 

the San Juan façade as well as on 

archeological studies $42,447. 

Work -to-date at Espada $7,524. 

 Old Spanish Missions Endow-

ment to provide for ongoing 

structural maintenance of the 

four Mission churches is held in 

the Catholic Community Founda-

tion $4,500,000.  

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
FUNDS BEGIN WORK 

    The San Antonio River 

Extension Project known as 

òMission Reachó is adding over 

15 miles of hiking and biking 

trails, 6 footbridges, 137 picnic 

tables while giving the public 

access to over 400 acres of 

restored natural habitat, while 

planting more than 20,000 

young trees, while extending 

the river to unique river con-

nections to each of the four 

Old Spanish Missions and their 

compounds. 

    Mission portals will connect 

San Antonioõs four historic 

missionsñConcepción, San 

José, San Juan, and Espada to 

the San Antonio River.  

    These connections will 

feature historic and artistic 

interpretations of the story of 

the missions while highlighting     

 their social and cultural rele- 

 vance to the local area.  
*Reprinted with permission of  the  

San Antonio River Authority. 

SA River Mission Reach Project  
To Benefit Entire Missionsõ Area 


